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ENGLEWOOD SCHOOLS  
Englewood, Colorado  
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education 
October 16, 2007 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: MS. KAREN MILLER, Presiding 

MR. SCOTT GORSKY 
MS. HEATHER HUNT 
MRS. SHERRY SCAGGIARI 
MS. SHELLEY THOMPSON 

ABSENT:  
 
STAFF PRESENT: Dr. James McCabe, Superintendent   
  Ms. Peg LaPlante, Chief Financial Officer 
   Mr. Chris Gramstorff, Executive Director of HR 
   Ms. Gail Neubert, Director, Student Services 
   Ms. Mary Vedra, Director, Learning Services 
   Mr. Dale Stout, Director, Technology 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
 
  

Ms. Samantha Schaffer, CFAHS Rep 
Vicki Howard 
Judy Cain 
 

Martha Palmer 
Anthony Morozzi 
Bill Gilmore 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Ms. Miller, President, called the regular meeting of the Board of Education to order at 

7:00 p.m. in the Board Room of the Roscoe L. Davidson Administration Building.   
 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
III. ADDITIONS TO AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA  
 Dr. McCabe said there was a Personnel addendum and the addition of an action item 

requesting a change in the Bishop calendar; the agenda was adopted as amended. 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Ms. Thompson moved and Ms. Hunt seconded to approve the October 2, 2007, Regular 
Meeting Minutes. 
 

ROLL CALL:     Mr. Gorsky, Aye  Mrs. Scaggiari, Aye 
   Ms. Hunt, Aye         Ms. Thompson, Aye 

            Ms. Miller, Aye  Motion Carried, 5-0 
 
 

V. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
!There were no public comments. 
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VI. SPECIAL REPORTS AND RECOGNITION 

 Ms. Miller read the employees names, work location and number of years they have 
qualified for perfect attendance.  Perfect attendance indicates the employee has not used 
any sick leave days during the year.  Forty-two people qualified including Sheryl 
Webber, Executive Secretary at Cherrelyn Elementary and Bob Siemens, Computer 
Specialist at Maddox Elementary who have had perfect attendance for 20 consecutive 
years.  Ms. Miller drew the name of one classified and one certificated person from the 
list for an extra day off.  Congratulations, to everyone who had perfect attendance and 
to Mary Hensley and Bob Siemens for winning the drawing for the day off.  The 
following is a l ist of people who qualified for perfect attendance. 

  
 

 
Name Location 

Years of 
PA 

Gerber, Gilbert Bishop Elementary 2 
McCaslin, Linda Bishop Elementary 1 
Robson, Marc Bishop Elementary 3 
Beam, Elayne Cherrelyn Elementary 2 
Clemons, Rebecca Cherrelyn Elementary 10 
Webber, Sheryl Cherrelyn Elementary 20 
Cahill, Lorraine Clayton Elementary 1 
Esquibel, Alfonso Clayton Elementary 11 
Harbert, Janice Clayton Elementary 1 
Keene, Susan Clayton Elementary 4 
Leonard, Mary Clayton Elementary 13 
Otis, Judith Clayton Elementary 3 
Crow, Lisabeth Maddox Elementary 1 
Harrington, Marsha Maddox Elementary 2 
Hazzard, Janie Maddox Elementary 1 
Siemens, Robert Maddox Elementary 20 
Beaudeaux, Ruby Flood Middle School 1 
Cochran, Steve Flood Middle School 6 
Davis, Valerie Flood Middle School 1 
Watson, Michelle ECE Lowell 1 
Frein, Peter Flood Middle School 1 
Svigel, Cheryl  Flood Middle School 3 
Dermer, Dana Sinclair Middle School 1 
Vallejos, Adelmo  Sinclair Middle School 1 
Brophy, Erin Englewood High School 1 
Friesen, Mary Helen Englewood High School 1 
Jarboe, Rosemary Englewood High School 4 
Repair, Susan Englewood High School 1 
Reveles, Antonio Englewood High School 1 
Salido, Ebenezer Englewood High School 1 
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Name Location 
Years of 

PA 
Sperry, Gale Englewood High School 1 
Wagner, Connie  Englewood High School 1 
Baca, Art Colorado's Finest Alternative High School 1 
Lewis, Mary Colorado's Finest Alternative High School 1 
Maxey, Sigrid Colorado's Finest Alternative High School 4 
Gramstorff, Chris Roscoe Davidson Administration Building 3 
Hensley, Mary Roscoe Davidson Administration Building 3 
Vedra, Mary Roscoe Davidson Administration Building 1 
Wilson, Shaunie Roscoe Davidson Administration Building 1 
Peterson, Wayne Duell Service Center 1 
Turner, Michael Duell Service Center 1 
Koltay, Nancy District 6 

 
VII. BOARD MEMBER REPORTS 

• Ms. Thompson encouraged people to attend the Englewood Education FoundationÕs 
Fall Fling on Saturday, November 3, 2007 at the City Center.  Live music by Brian 
Leonard along with a silent auction and good food w ill add to the festivities of the 
evening.  The theme is ÒTowers of LearningÓ suggested by the late Olga Wolosyn.  
There will also be a tribute to Olga during the evening. 

• Ms. Miller reported that she attended the CASB Legislative Meeting on Wednesday, 
October 10 along w ith Ms. Hunt, Mr. Gorsky, and Dr. McCabe where they received 
information on legislative issues and involving the community in board decisions in 
developing a blueprint for their education system and defining what skil ls w il l be 
required beyond high school.  Ms. Scaggiari inquired as to which new Board 
Candidates attended the CASB Board Candidates Information session and learned 
that Vicki Howard and Les Cowger attended.  

• Ms. Miller also attended a recent meeting of the Parks and Recreation Committee.  A 
strong concern is for problems arising at Cushing Park.  Recently people have been 
coming to the park and harassing young people.  A notice will be posted indicating 
the park is in danger of being closed due to inappropriate use.  The police suggested 
people from outside of the community, coming in on the light rail system, are 
causing the problems.  Activities may be gang related and are being monitored by 
the police.  Another issue is the bike path along the Riverpoint development project.  
Sheridan wants to close a section of the path.  Englewood Parks and Recreation 
oppose this action; a letter will be sent stating the original agreement for the bike 
path does not allow for sections of the path to be closed. 

 
VIII. SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

• Dr. McCabe reported that he and about 20 people attended the Board Candidates 
Forum at Bishop on Monday, October 15 noting the event had to compete w ith the 
Rockies championship game.  There were a wide variety of questions from the 
audience.  Work on negotiations with the teachers continues w ith a tentative 
agreement that w ill be presented to the teachers on Thursday, October 18, 2007.  The 
teachers w ill be voting and if the agreement is ratified the Board w ill have to meet to 
vote on the contract soon so this may require a special meeting. 
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IX. ACTION/ DISCUSSION/ INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
1. Colorado School Districts Self Insurance Pool 

Ms. Peg LaPlante introduced Ms. Cheryle Mangels, Executive Director of the Colorado 
School Districts Self Insurance Pool (CSDSIP), who presented two checks to the school 
district.  One check for $33,173 represents surplus funds created since 1983 through 
sound district management and low insurance claims.  Mrs. Mangels read the following 
inscription that is on the plaque presented to the District:  In recognition of your steadfast 
commitment since 1983 to the Pool and your dedication to implement sound Risk Management 
programs, the Colorado School Districts Self Insurance Pool Board of DirectorÕs acknowledges 
your commitment to provide a safe learning and working environment.  Your commitment to 
safety and sound Risk Management principles has allowed the Pool to exceed its surplus 
benchmark through favorable loss experience and the ability to reduce reinsurance expense.  A 
dividend check from the insurance pool in the amount of $23,358 was also presented. A 
new service from the CSDSIP is providing a risk management person who will work 
w ith districts to help identify and correct unsafe situations.  Ms. Mangels congratulated 
and thanked the district for their commitment to safety.  Ms. LaPlante, the Board 
Members, and Dr. McCabe thanked Ms. Mangels for the money.   
 

2. Believe in a Better Colorado 
Ms Lorie Aksamit, Teacher at Maddox Elementary, presented information from Believe in 
a Better ColoradoÕs efforts to improve the StateÕs funding of education.  This program is 
co-sponsored by Colorado Education Association (CEA), Colorado Association of School 
Executives (CASE), and Colorado Association of School Boards (CASB).  The first step 
toward improving funding is educating people about the need.  Ms. Aksamit presented a 
PowerPoint that emphasized Colorado is not doing a good job in comparison to other 
states.  Statistics on current state funding of education indicate that Colorado is not 
funding its schools at a competitive level that makes providing excellent education to our 
children difficult.  Colorado is a comparatively rich state but does not spend money on 
education that reflects personal income levels.  Stating that ColoradoÕs student/ teacher 
ratio ranks 41st in the nation and asking the question is this what we want for our 
students?  Current funding systems for k-12 and higher education do not support the goal 
of preparing students for their future in a knowledge-based economy.  Average salaries 
depict high school dropouts making $19,169, high school graduates earn $28,645, college 
graduates $51,554 and advanced degreed people average $78,093.  This shows the 
importance of education.  Another challenge is 43% of all K-12 students are currently 
identified as at-risk, special education, or English language learners, up from 35% in 1995.  
Currently Colorado spends $7,730 per student, $971 below the national average.  The year 
2011 is a critical date in education as Amendment 23 funding shrinks, Referendum C ends 
and Tabor remains.  The challenge is to create a tax structure that adequately supports a 
public education system k-12 and higher, along w ith other essential public services and 
infrastructures.  The goal of Believe in a Better Colorado is fair and equitable taxation, 
economic development opportunities and adequate funding for public education.  Ms. 
Thompson asked if Believe in a Better Colorado was coordinating efforts with Greater 
Education Colorado.  Dr. McCabe said there is cooperation through CASB.  Ms. LaPlante 
thinks these organizations along with the ChildrenÕs Voices need to work together as they 
share similar goals.  The Board was in agreement that state legislation would be necessary 
to address these issues.  Ms. Hunt asked how could we help?  The first step is to inform 
people of the situation and the need for improved funding.
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3. EHS Textbook Approval-Earth ScienceÑ First Reading 

Ms. Vedra introduced Mr. Bill Gilmore, EHS Science Teacher, who took an active role in 
the science department textbook selection committee.  Mr. Gilmore presented the Earth 
Science book that the department is recommending.  Explaining that students have been 
without a textbook and teachers have been writing lessons based on the standards while 
everyone is looking forward to having a textbook.  Mr. Gilmore stated that this book 
emphasizes inquiry, critical thinking, and problem-solving skil ls that students need for 
solid science instruction.  Covering the four major branches, geology, oceanography, 
meteorology and astronomy it provides maps, study skill strategies, exercises and on-line 
support applications.  The book meets all benchmarks for State Science Standards one, 
four and five; the others would be covered in other science subjects for example chemistry, 
biology and physics.  Ms. Scaggiari exclaimed that the on-line support is especially good 
since students respond positively to computer learning.  Mr. Gilmore responded that the 
on-line license is good for six years.  Ms. Hunt asked if this would affect the current 
budget and learned the book was budgeted for in the textbook account in the current 
budget.  The book cost $55.20 each, which is a reasonable cost in todayÕs market.  
 
Mrs. Scaggiari moved and Ms. Hunt seconded, to approve for a 1st Reading the Earth 
Science book published by Holt, Rinehart and Winston to be used in Englewood High 
SchoolÕs Earth Science class beginning 2007-2008. 
 

ROLL CALL:     Mr. Gorsky, Aye  Mrs. Scaggiari, Aye 
   Ms. Hunt, Aye        Ms. Thompson, Aye 

            Ms. Miller, Aye  Motion Carried, 5-0  
 

4. Expand to 2nd Site BEAM (Behavioral, Environmental, Academic, Management) 
 Program 

To enable the district to continue to meet the academic and behavioral challenges of all 
students in the classroom while meeting the needs of identified BEAM students in the 
least restrictive environment, which requires a low student/ teacher ratio, it is necessary 
to provide another classroom site for BEAM students.  Currently there is one BEAM 
classroom at Clayton Elementary and the number of students qualifying for the BEAM 
program makes another site necessary.  Charles Hay is the recommended site for the 
program because currently there are no center-based programs at Charles Hay 
Elementary.  By maintaining a K-5 BEAM program at both schools instead of having a 
primary and intermediate sites no grade levels would be impacted by too many BEAM 
students.  Ms. Thompson inquired what qualifies a student for BEAM?  Ms. Neubert 
explained these students may be disruptive in the classroom but are not typically 
aggressive.  Ms. Hunt asked if BEAM students spend their entire school day in a BEAM 
classroom?  Ms. Neubert said currently only two students are full day.  Mr. Gorsky 
inquired about space issues at Charles Hay if the International Baccalaureate program 
expands.  It was explained that of the five elementary schools Charles Hay has the most 
space available.  Ms. Neubert further stated that adding an additional site would even 
the workload of these special education teachers and help prevent teacher turnover.  
Mrs. Scaggiari expressed concern over moving students from their current schools to a 
new site at Charles Hay.  Ms. Neubert said they recognize that would be difficult for 
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students, so new placements and students returning from day placement in special 
facilities will be assigned to the new BEAM classroom. 
 
Ms. Thompson moved and Ms. Scaggiari seconded, to approve the addition of a BEAM 
classroom at Charles Hay Elementary beginning in January 2008. 
 

ROLL CALL:     Mr. Gorsky, Aye  Mrs. Scaggiari, Aye 
   Ms. Hunt, Aye        Ms. Thompson, Aye 

            Ms. Miller, Aye  Motion Carried, 5-0 
 
5. Bishop Calendar Change 

Ms. Vedra explained that Ms. McCaslin, Principal at Bishop Elementary would like 
additional time for staff development at her school.  Ms. McCaslin missed some time at 
the beginning of school due to her motherÕs death.  She is requesting that on November 
9th her staff would spend half the day, doing in-service work and the afternoon doing 
staff development.  Ms. Scaggiari asked if w ith this additional day BishopÕs calendar 
would remain in compliance w ith required attendance days and Ms. Vedra replied that 
it would.  Dr. McCabe said he and the administrators would recommend that the Board 
approve an additional staff development day for Bishop teachers. 
 
Ms. Scaggiari moved and Ms. Miller seconded, to approve the calendar change for 
Bishop Elementary on November 9th. 

 
ROLL CALL:     Mr. Gorsky, Aye  Mrs. Scaggiari, Aye 
   Ms. Hunt, Aye        Ms. Thompson, Aye 

            Ms. Miller, Aye  Motion Carried, 5-0 
 
 
6. Consensus Items 

 
Mrs. Scaggiari moved and Ms. Miller seconded, to approve the consensus items as 
follows: 
 
a.   Personnel Recommendations and addendum 
b.  Attendance Policies JFBA-Intra-District/ Open Enrollment which replaces current 
Policy 5720 School Attendance Areas; JH-Student Absences and Excuses, JHB-Truancy 
which will replace the current 5120 Compulsory Attendance, Absences and Truancy, 
JLC-Student Health Services and Records 2nd Reading. 

  
ROLL CALL:     Mr. Gorsky, Aye  Mrs. Scaggiari, Aye 
   Ms. Hunt, Aye         Ms. Thompson, Aye 

            Ms. Miller, Aye  Motion Carried, 5-0 
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7. Board Members' Choice 

• Ms. Samantha Schaffer, CFAHS student representative, stated that CFAHS had 150 
new students who were getting settled.  The all school writing test is October 25 and 
the Blood drive is October 24.  They w ill be doing an activity for neighborhood kids 
for Halloween. 

• Mr. Gorsky reminded everyone to vote.  Ballots were mailed beginning October 12. 
• Ms. Miller reminded members that November 7 there was Conversation w ith the 

Board.  Noting that the Board Breakfast with CFAHS was November 16.  Ms. 
Thompson asked if there were perhaps a better time to meet w ith staff at CFAHS 
that would allow for both day and evening teachers to attend.  Dr. McCabe said the 
staff at CFAHS talked about a better time but due to overlap of day and evening 
teacher schedules and the lateness of the evening program no better time could be 
determined that would allow day and evening teachers and Board Members to 
attend. 

 
X COMMUNICATIONS 

A list of upcoming Board events is provided in the agenda.   
 

 
XI. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

Dr. McCabe provided these items in the form of a memorandum. 
 
XII. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, Ms. Miller adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________  _______________________________ 
Ms. Karen Miller, President  Linda Felling, Secretary to the  
Board of Education  Superintendent and Board of Education  
 
 
_________________________ 
Date Approved 


