
  
 

 

ENGLEWOOD SCHOOLS 2007-28-(1) 
Englewood, Colorado  
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education-REVISED (Page 3) 
March 20, 2007 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: MS. KAREN MILLER, Presiding 

MR. SCOTT GORSKY 
MS. HEATHER HUNT 
MRS. SHERRY SCAGGIARI  
 

MEMBERS ABSENT:   MS. SHELLEY THOMPSON  
 
STAFF PRESENT: Dr. James McCabe, Superintendent 

Ms. Joan Diedrich, Director, Student Services 
Mr. Chris Gramstorff, Chief Operating Officer 

   Ms. Peg LaPlante, Chief Financial Officer 
   Mr. Dale Stout, Director, Technology 
   Ms. Mary Vedra, Executive Director, Learning Services 
     
OTHERS PRESENT: 
 
  

Sheri Johnson 
Tyler Johnson 
Tom Johnson 
Jennie Comstock 
KayDee Terakedis 
Kristi Held 
Tara Kringstad 
Shannon Eldridge 
Patrick Lowder 
Vincent Parenti 
Melissa Sollers 
Willie Elling 
Gary Kozack 
Vicki Howard 
Chris Lawan 
Angela Cobian 
Kailey Littlehorn 
Lydia Collins 
 

Hector Valenzuela  
Josh Elder 
Bryce Penn 
Kelly Penn 
Debbie Penn 
Lynn Stockwell 
Chelsea Mowrey 
Kelli Mowrey 
Frank Distel 
Andrew Bosher 
Judy Blanscet 
Scott McNorton 
April McNorton 
Jacob McNorton 
Tom Stump 
Tom Downing 
Shelly FritzPelle 
Tanya Phanpaktra 
 

Maneechot Phanpaktra  
Brandon Pollack 
Luis Guiterrez 
Amado Villarreal 
Faye Manceaux 
Stu Howard 
Matt Bednorz 
Randy Penn 
Judy Babcock 
Daryl Estes 
Lindsey McNorton 
Colleen Mello 
Amber Hiibschman 
Della Porter 
Bobby Miller 
Kyle Miller   
Bobby Thomas 
Tom Munds 

  
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Ms. Miller, President, called the regular meeting of the Board of Education to order at 

7:00 p.m. in the Board Room of the Roscoe L. Davidson Administration Building.   
  

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
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III. ADDITIONS TO AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA  
Dr. McCabe asked for the following additions under Consensus Items.  
• Personnel Addendum.  
• Extended Field Trip Request-EHS—National Journalism Education Association 

Convention 
 

The agenda was adopted as amended. 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mrs. Scaggiari moved, and Mr. Gorsky seconded, to approve the March 6, 2007, Regular 
Meeting Minutes. 

 
ROLL CALL:  Mr. Gorsky, Aye Mrs. Scaggiari, Aye 
   Ms. Hunt, Aye         Ms. Thompson, Absent 

            Ms. Miller, Aye  Motion Carried, 4-0 
 

V. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
• Dr. McCabe opened Public Comments saying that, by law, school districts must 

have a balanced budget by June 15. Because of the District's continued loss of 
students, additional cuts need to be made across all levels. One item being 
considered at the high school level is the number of PE teachers at EHS. Based on 
data collected, it is recommended that the EHS PE staff be cut by one teacher. 
Because these are tenured teachers, this would become a transfer, not a dismissal. 
The position of trainer would remain as it currently is. No final decisions have been 
made at this time. 
 

• Mr. Bobby Thomas, Dean and Student Government Sponsor at EHS thanked  
Ms. Miller and Mr. Gorsky for coming to EHS to meet with the student government. 
He apologized for the miscommunication and the fact that the students were not 
available to meet with them. He believes that open lines of communication are very 
important and it is his desire to have the students understand their role in 
relationships with the school administration, Board of Education and the 
community. 

 
• The following EHS students addressed the Board regarding current climate and 

issues at Englewood High School: Mr. Hector Valenzuela, Ms. Amber Hiibschman, 
Ms. Angela Cobian, Ms. Shannon Eldridge, Mr. Bryce Penn, Ms. Kailey Littlehorn, 
Ms. Kelli Mowrey, and Ms. Lydia Collins. Main issues included losing 
individualism to standardized testing statistics, communication between students 
and administration, and possible changes in teaching assignments. Several of the 
students come from out of district and specifically chose Englewood because of the 
opportunities offered and the personal relationships with teachers. These students, 
as well as the in-district students that spoke, feel that EHS is moving away from this 
type of environment. 
 

• Mr. Josh Elder, EHS student, addressed the Board regarding the Athletic Director. 
He believes there are great things going on with EHS sports and that the Athletic 
Director needs to be more involved with students and with the community. 
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• Ms. Melissa Sollers, EHS parent, addressed the Board regarding the possible non-
renewal of an EHS who helped to make sure her son will graduate. She hopes to see 
this teacher stay on at EHS. 
 

• Ms. Debbie Penn, community member, addressed the Board regarding her concern 
about the possible loss of an EHS physical education teacher due to budget cuts and 
her continued concern about the climate at EHS.  
 

• Mr. Gary Kozack, community member and EHS volunteer, addressed the Board 
regarding costs for the parrot in the EHS main office. 

 
VI. SPECIAL REPORTS AND RECOGNITION 

There were no special reports and recognition. 
 
VII. BOARD MEMBER REPORTS 

• In response to the public speakers 
- Mr. Gorsky said he has spent some time with EHS students and has heard many of 
the same frustrations he was hearing tonight. He was glad to hear of the meeting 
between Student Government, Ms. Torres, and the Student Advisory Board. He 
hopes that he and the Board can continue the relationship they have started with the 
students. 
- Ms. Hunt said that no budget decisions have been made at this point and noted 
that it is a very stressful time, but balancing the budget is not an option—it is 
something that must be done. Regarding CSAP, she wishes there was not such an 
emphasis on CSAP, but since it is required and results are so critical, CSAP 
performance is an important issue. SHE SAID THAT A LOT OF THE 
FRUSTRATION SHE IS HEARING SEEMS TO BE AROUND SYSTEMATIC 
ISSUES—CSAP AND TENURE.   

• Ms. Hunt attended the Charles Hay celebration where students presented the $750 
they raised for the Heifer project to a Heifer International representative. 

• Ms. Miller attended a recent Parks and Recreation meeting and reported the 
following: 
- The sale of the Duncan property was announced at the meeting. 
- The annual art show is going on at the library. 
- The kids concerts series will start on April 21. 
- They will start work on the hockey rink at Englewood Middle School this summer. 

• Ms. Miller also reported that students from Flood and Sinclair have chosen Sky 
Hawks as their mascot and Hunter Green and White as their colors. She thanked the 
Student Transition Team for all their work. Mrs. Scaggiari noted that all students 
voted on the final mascot and colors. 
 

VIII. SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 
Dr. McCabe reported the following: 
• He congratulated the Destination Imagination teams that participated in the March 

16 competition on the DU Campus.  A summary of the teams that participated and 
the awards they won is on the following page. 
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 Team Award 
Bishop 5th Place 
Hay 5th Place 
Hay 3rd Place-Team Name 
Hay Spirit of Discovery 
Clayton (Hunt’s team) 6th Place 
ELA (Yeaman’s team) 1st Place 
ELA (Yeaman’s team) 2nd Place-Team Name 
ELA (Yeaman’s team) Renaissance Reward 
ELA (Beisal’s team) 4th Place 
Flood 4th Place 

 
• �The District received a letter from the Commissioner of Education regarding the 

CDE audit appeal. As a result of the appeal, the District is being asked to pay back 
approximately $590,000, which is about $370,000 less than the original amount. 
There are still some questions on the amount owed and the District will respond to 
the Commissioner's letter, but must continue with the budget process based on these 
numbers. 
 

IX. ACTION/DISCUSSION/INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
1. Computer Lease 

Mr. Stout explained that the District periodically replaces computers throughout the 
District. The majority of this lease will be used to replace equipment at the middle 
school level. He was able to negotiate a 0% lease for the proposed three-year lease. 
 
Ms. Hunt moved, and Mrs. Scaggiari seconded, to approve a three-year lease with 
Apple Financial Services in the amount of $33,333.33 per year. The majority of this lease 
will be used to replace equipment at the middle school level. 
 

ROLL CALL:  Mr. Gorsky, Aye Mrs. Scaggiari, Aye 
   Ms. Hunt, Aye Ms. Thompson, Absent 

            Ms. Miller, Aye  Motion Carried, 4-0 
 

2. Full-Day Kindergarten Tuition 
Ms. LaPlante explained that raising tuition for full-day kindergarten from $13 to $14 per 
day helps cover the increasing costs of personnel and health care, but still keeps the 
District competitive with surrounding districts.  
 
Ms. Hunt noted that this is something she would like to see the District be able to 
provide free of charge. Mr. Gorsky asked how many kids attend full-day kindergarten 
and pay tuition. Ms. LaPlante said that currently, there are 40-45 tuitioned kindergarten 
students in the District. Ms. Diedrich said the District has applied for additional tuition-
free slots. 
 
Ms. Hunt moved, and Mrs. Scaggiari seconded, to increase tuition for full-day 
kindergarten from $13 per day to $14 per day for the 2007-2008 school year. 
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ROLL CALL:     Mr. Gorsky, Aye  Mrs. Scaggiari, Aye 
   Ms. Hunt, Aye         Ms. Thompson, Absent 

            Ms. Miller, Aye  Motion Carried, 4-0    
 

3. Selection of Auditor 
Ms. LaPlante explained the following regarding the auditor selection process: 
• A request for proposal (RFP) was sent out to five auditing firms. One firm did not 

reply. 
• A review committee met and reviewed the four proposals they received back, using 

a scoring process, based half on technical qualifications and half on pricing. 
• Two companies were eliminated solely on price, as the quoted price was more than 

twice what is currently budgeted. 
 
Of the remaining two companies, the committee recommended using Swanhorst and 
Company as district auditor for the next three years. Swanhorst and Company was 
slightly more expensive than the other firm, but there are costs involved in bringing a 
new company up to speed. The District has used Swanhorst and Company for the past 
six years. Ms. LaPlante noted that Swanhorst and Company rotates teams through the 
District so there is a fresh set of eyes on the financial records for each audit. 
  
Ms. Miller moved, and Mrs. Scaggiari seconded, to approve Swanhorst and Company 
as the District Auditor for 2007-2009. 
 

ROLL CALL:     Mr. Gorsky, Aye  Mrs. Scaggiari, Aye 
   Ms. Hunt, Aye         Ms. Thompson, Absent 

            Ms. Miller, Aye  Motion Carried, 4-0 
 
4. Updated Policy 1220-Mission—1st Reading 

Dr. McCabe explained that, with the recently-adopted Strategic Plan, the District has a 
new Mission Statement. Because the Mission Statement is in Board policy, Policy 1220 
has been updated to reflect the new Mission Statement and is presented for a 1st 
Reading. 
 
Ms. Hunt moved, and Ms. Miller seconded, to approve Policy 1200-Mission for a 1st 
Reading. 
 

ROLL CALL:     Mr. Gorsky, Aye  Mrs. Scaggiari, Aye 
   Ms. Hunt, Aye         Ms. Thompson, Absent 

            Ms. Miller, Aye  Motion Carried, 4-0 
 

5. Consensus Items 
Mrs. Scaggiari moved, and Ms. Hunt seconded, to approve the consensus items as 
follows: 
a.   Personnel Recommendations & Addendum 
b.   Extended Field Trip-EHS-National Journalism Association Convention 
 

ROLL CALL:     Mr. Gorsky, Aye  Mrs. Scaggiari, Aye 
   Ms. Hunt, Aye         Ms. Thompson, Absent 

            Ms. Miller, Aye  Motion Carried, 4-0 
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6. Board Member’s Choice 
Ms. Eldridge passed. 
 
Mrs. Scaggiari shared the following: 
• She will be at the High School on Thursday to help out with a job fair. 
• CSAPs are almost over. Mrs. Scaggiari noted that because the outside world uses 

CSAP scores when looking at our schools, there is a lot of pressure put on the kids 
during this time. She noted other growth measurement tools the District uses, for 
example—MAP testing, and said that if there were a choice, they would not use 
CSAPs. 

 
Mr. Gorsky apologized for missing the ECE Board breakfast. He had parent/teacher 
conferences that day. 
 
Ms. Hunt passed. 
 
Ms. Miller shared the following: 
• She attended a Strings Attached performance at Sinclair and said they did a 

phenomenal job. 
• The Athletic Advisory Committee meeting she was planning to attend was canceled. 
• She apologized for missing the ECE Board Breakfast, but said she was called to help with 

a surgery as she was getting ready to leave. 
• She and Mr. Gorsky tried to attend an EHS Student Government meeting, but did not 

meet due to a miscommunication. They need to work out a schedule as this is something 
that needs to happen to ensure an open line of communication. 

 
X. COMMUNICATIONS 

Ms. Miller reviewed the upcoming Board events.   
 

XI. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
Dr. McCabe provided these items in the form of a memorandum. 

 
XII. ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, Ms. Miller adjourned the meeting at 8:25 p.m. 
 
 
_________________________________  _______________________________ 
Ms. Karen Miller, President  Jill Rogers, Secretary to the  
Board of Education  Board of Education 
 
 
_________________________ 
Date Approved 


